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Join us for a walk to 
and around Pochet Island 

on May 17, 2014. 
For more details see page 7

A Creeping 
problem

TiCks:



 Thank you for helping to make our Annual  
Appeal the most successful ever; we received 
more gifts and pledges from this appeal than 
from any prior effort. With over 700 members, our membership 
is at an all-time high and continues to grow, demonstrating the 
support of residents and second homeowners alike for the  
mission of the Trust….. to conserve land in Orleans. 
 Land gifts and conservation restrictions continue at a healthy rate. In the last 
year the Trust has received four separate land gifts totaling more than 10 acres. 
With these new gifts we will have almost 650 acres of land conserved in the town 
of Orleans.
 As you will have heard, we are in the process of updating the Declaration of 
Trust to better address the needs of our expanded membership and our ability 
to operate as a conservation trust in today’s times. A brief update on progress is 
included in this newsletter and a more detailed communication will follow in the 
coming weeks. Please be assured that all Trust members will be given the  
opportunity to review the proposed changes, ask questions and make  
recommendations on the draft before it is finalized and before a full membership 
vote is taken. 
 We want all of our members to actively participate in key member decisions 
and to know they are a part of the Trust.  That’s why I am particularly pleased with 
the Board’s commitment to make absentee ballots available to all members in 
time for the vote on the new Declaration of Trust and the election of Trustees at 
this year’s Annual Meeting. So, regardless of whether you can make it to a Special 
Meeting or the Annual Meeting, you will be able to participate and have your vote 
counted.

Thank you for your continued support.

 

Jim Trainor, President

[ ]Orleans Conservation Trust Fast Facts
Cape Cod is the number one hotspot for Lyme disease and  
Babesiosis in the entire State, with infection rates four times  
the national average. For more about ticks see page 5.
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      Letter from the President



 In February, we mailed a  
postcard to all of our members with 
an update on the progress we had 
made in amending the  
Declaration of Trust, the OCT’s 
founding document. An amendment 
is necessary in order to address 
some of the challenges which have 
come about as the Trust has grown 
from a relatively small organization 
of mostly Orleans-based members 
to a much larger organization with 
700+ members, a large percentage 
of whom are not year-round  
Orleans residents. 
 The most significant issue resulting from 
this growth in membership is the difficulty we 

have encountered in obtaining the required 
quorum (one third of members) for  
conducting business at our Annual Meeting. 
This has been an issue at several recent Annual 
Meetings.
 “Fixing the quorum” requires an  
amendment to the Declaration of Trust, with 
an affirmative vote of a majority of at least 
one third of our members. This is a significant 
undertaking, so the Board of Trustees decided 
to take the opportunity to update the entire 
Declaration of Trust and the Board’s Policies 
& Procedures so that we have a modern, 
comprehensive set of governing documents 
designed to meet the needs of a land trust 
with a geographicallly diverse member body.
 The Board is in the process of completing 

a final draft of the revised documents. We have 
scheduled a Special Meeting of the  
Membership to present the revised  
Declaration of Trust, answer questions and 
receive input from members.  Copies of the 
“old” and “new” versions will be available on 
the OCT website and through the OCT office, 
and our intent is to address any questions or 
suggestions that you may have. A final draft of 
the revised Declaration of Trust will be made 
available for member consideration before it is 
brought for approval at the Annual Meeting on 
August 26, 2014
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Membership Reminder: As outlined in our “Think Spring” Postcard, OCT’s 2014  
membership year runs from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.  Any individual member,  
couple, or family Trust that makes a donation of $25 or more during that time period shall be 
entitled to cast one vote at the Annual Meeting on August 26, 2014.

Thank you for your  
continued support.

Declaration of Trust Update
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Charitable  
Giving Opportunities 
from Your  
Will or Trust

• Make a gift of a specific amount.  A gift of a particular amount may be designated 
for general use or to fund a special need.
• Provide for a gift of a particular property.  Real estate, stocks, and other items of 
value are examples of properties that can be used to fund charitable bequests.
• Designate that a percentage of your estate be given to the Orleans Conservation 
Trust through your will or living trust.
• Give the remainder, or residue, of your estate—that is, what remains after all other 
bequests to friends and loved ones are satisfied.
• Name charitable interests to receive a bequest in the event other heirs are not 
there to receive their legacies.

There is no limit on the deduction from federal gift and estate taxes for  
charitable gifts made by will or trust, so no tax will be due on any gifted assets. To 
plan a charitable bequest, inform your attorney of your wishes and ask for his or her 
advice regarding the best method to employ.

Ways to Give through Wills and Trusts

If you are interested in 
remembering the Orleans  

Conservation Trust in your will or living 
trust, your questions can be  

directed to OCT Director Kris  
Ramsay at 508-255-0183, or via email at  
kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org.

  Charitable Giving

	 In	addition	to	filling	an	important	role	in	 
providing	for	the	future	financial	security	of	your	
family and others, your will or living trust can 
offer a way to make thoughtful, charitable gifts 
as part of your long-range estate plan. 
 A charitable gift requires a simple provision or amendment 
prepared by your attorney at the time you make or update your 
will or trust. Gifts included in wills and living trusts are popular 
because they are flexible, easy to arrange, and may be changed 
throughout your lifetime.
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 If you live in New England, you are likely 
aware that ticks have become very common 
parasites on Cape Cod. Often as small as a 
pinhead, they don’t give a warning and their 
bite is painless. At home in our backyards, 
soccer fields, and hiking trails, ticks have  
become a common problem.  
 So what are they? Simply put, ticks are 
small arachnids (yes, related to spiders),  
external parasites living on the blood of 
mammals, birds, and sometimes reptiles and 
amphibians. While they are not born with 
any diseases, adult ticks can host a number of 
diseases, including the dreaded Lyme disease.  
 The good news is that with precautions, 
tick bites are usually preventable. However, 
we are often slow to adopt new habits, 
even when they protect us from harm. Think 
sunscreen, flossing, or exercise. While it can 
seem like a real bother to perform daily tick 
checks, or follow the recommended  
long-pants dress code while in the garden 
or on a hike, tick-prevention habits are well 
worth the effort.  

 So are there more ticks on the Cape 
now than ever before? Old-timers say that 
when they were young, they didn’t see any 
black-legged ticks, more commonly known as 
deer ticks. The truth is, no one really knows 
when deer ticks arrived and in what  
numbers. Scientists only began paying atten-
tion to tick numbers on the Cape and Islands 
after the ticks were well-established and 
people were already getting sick. 
 Conventional thinking is that ticks get 
Lyme disease from deer; the truth is that 
deer are only one of the animals through 
which ticks obtain the bacteria which causes 
Lyme disease. Larry Dapsis will discuss the 
sources of Lyme disease and the factors 
which may contribute to increasing tick  
populations.  
 While the dangers of ticks are  
attracting more attention at the State and 
Federal level, the reality is that for the 
foreseeable future, it is up to us to take the 
time to Repel Ticks, Inspect for Ticks, and 
Remove Ticks. 

The Tick
“One Bite Can Change Your Life”

   2014 Fall Lecture Series Special Feature

Join us
at:  

6:30pm

on:  
October 21st, 2014

 at the:  
Orleans Yacht Club 

to hear:  
Larry Dapsis,  

Barnstable County Deer Tick 
Project Coordinator  

talk about the results of his 
recent research.

Ticks - Big, little, and small

• Ticks don’t jump, fly, or drop 
from trees, they crawl up.
• Ticks can be active even in the 
winter.
• Clothing with built-in tick 
repellent is best for preventing 
tick bites.
• Deer tick nymphs look like a 
poppy seed on your skin.
• All ticks come in small,  
medium, and large sizes.

• Most tick bites do not  
transmit pathogens.
• The easiest and fastest way 
to remove a tick is with pointy 
tweezers.
• There are a variety of  
tick-borne diseases, and
• Ticks can pass infections from 
one host to the next, including 
humans.

Fossil record suggests ticks have been 
around at least 90 million years;

Other Tickborne Diseases:  
Babesiosis, Anaplasmosis, Tularemia, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Ehrlichiosis
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JOIN US! Where: Orleans Yacht Club 6:30 p.m. 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. (cash bar) - Admission is free

Cape Cod Commercial Fisherman’s Alliance
Tuesday, September 23, 2014 
Speaker– Raymond Kane

Cape Cod Commercial Fisherman’s Alliance Outreach Coordinator

Kane will discuss the sustainability of fish populations in the oceans and the 
livelihood of the local fisherman.
 

Deer Ticks: “One Bite Can Change Your Life”
Tuesday, October 21, 2014 
Speaker- Larry Dapsis

Entomologist– Cape Cod Cooperative Extension

This program will review the basic life cycle and ecology of black-legged ticks,  
incidence rates and distribution of tick-borne illnesses in addition to the  
description of the database under development on tickbite infection rates. 
 

Cape Cod Salt Works Sea Salt 
Tuesday, November 18th, 2014 
Speakers– Janice Burling and Penny Lewis

Owners/ Founders of Orleans Cape Cod Saltworks 
Come hear about the history of the saltworks business on Cape Cod and 
what Burling and Lewis are doing to revive this historic industry. 

   2014  Fall Lecture Series



Join us for these free educational walks appropriate for all ages

Three Ponds Conservation Area  
2.25 mile walk through more than  
100+ acres of preserved land.   
Meet at 135 Quanset Road, South Orleans 
Saturday, May 3rd
9:00-11:00am

A Walk to Pochet Island

Long but casual walk to  
Pochet Island  
Meet at the southern ORV trail head. 
Saturday May 17th 
8:00-11am 
     
Grassy Knoll Conservation Area

1.5 mile walk through an early succession  
habitat, then along the shores of Nauset 
Harbor. 

Meet at 60 Champlain Road, Orleans
Thursday, June 5th 
9:00-10:15am

Ice House/ Reuben’s Pond  
Conservation Area 

1.5 mile trail containing unique topography, 
kettle ponds, vernal pools and much more.
 

Meet at 245 Tonset Road, Orleans
Thursday, June 12th
9:00-10:15am
 

Namequoit Bog 
Conservation Area

0.75 mile walk through a transforming  
wet meadow community.  
Meet at 160 Namequoit Road, Orleans 
Thursday, July 17th  
10:00-11:15am

Christian Property  
Conservation Area 
 
1 mile walk through open meadows, 
wooded forests, and along the edge of  
a cedar swamp.   
 
Meet at 80  Portanimicut  Road,  
South Orleans 
Thursday, August 14th  
3:00-4:00pm

Kenrick Woods Conservation Area  
Unique walk through large stands of  
White Pine and the very rare American 
Chestnut.  
Meet at 35 Namequoit Road, Orleans  
Saturday, September 6th 
9:00-10:15am

 
Mill Pond Valley Conservation Area  
1 mile walk with unique topography, kettle 
ponds, vernal pools, and much more.  
Meet at 13 Champlain Road, Orleans  
Tuesday, September 16th 
9:00-11:15am

 A Walk to Pochet Island 
 

In our Fall, 2013 Newsletter, Mark Robinson, Executive Director of  
The Compact of Cape Cod  

Conservation Trusts, Inc. wrote“It’s a long walk through loose sand, but I had to do it.” 
Now we want you to do it.  

 
Join us for this 3+ hour hike to and around Pochet Island.  

Meet at the southern end of the Nauset Beach parking lot.   
Before Memorial Day, parking is free for residents and non-residents alike.

See below

See map above
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   Summer & Fall Walk Schedule



When I showed up at “the house by the pond” in 1932, 
newly born and quickly baptized by my parents in the 
Nauset surf, the property was owned by my paternal 

grandfather, Charles F. Moore, Sr., born in Eastham.   He had given 
up a business career to care for his wife who was bedridden, and 
became a truck farmer of cranberries, asparagus, and turnips, 
as well as being the town’s Sealer of Weights and Measures.  My 

earliest memories of this place included prying 
ice out of the straw in the ice house, being 
frightened by snapping turtles and watching 
Canadas swish in and away during migration.  
The pasture next to the house swept up to the 
wooded hill encircling the back of the pond 
and here were the excitement of encounters 
with native critters and shielded spaces for 

playing	hide-and-go-seek	or	cops	and	robbers.		We	chased	fireflies	
at night, and listened for owls.   I suppose my understanding of the 
raw beauty of the place and exquisite privilege of living in such an 
environment didn’t come until later. Then we were greedy in  
gobbling up its delights.

By Jonathan Moore

Generations of Gifts
The Moore family history  

of land conservation

   BRICK HILL ROAD/ICE HOUSE POND
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 There is no taking-it-for-granted now; a conscious respect 
and reverence took hold; along with an increasing sense of the 
vulnerability of the land and water.
 My parents, Charley and Addie Moore, moved in when my 
grandparents had moved on, and they invested in the place and 
in the community.  Outbuildings were built, including a  
lodge-like structure at the top of the hill, where meetings were 
held, poker played, politics plotted. New crops were introduced 
(tennis replaced cranberries, potatoes the asparagus), and  
horses were stabled.  I don’t remember when my father began 
to purchase and add some land to the peripheries of the 
property he had inherited from his father, around 27 acres back 
then.  Precise chronologies are difficult because he was both 
acquiring land and giving it away in order to preserve it.  These 
transactions were not ultimately about owning, but about pro-
tecting, with a passion.  He and my mother donated a substan-
tial parcel of their land to the Orleans Conservation Trust in the 
early 1970s.  Allen and Peg Wilbur, who lived on the far side of 
the pond, gave some of their adjoining property.   
 Since then, my siblings, Deborah, Lydia and Benjamin, and I 
contributed two parcels of wooded land to the Trust from what 
we had jointly inherited from our parents.  Subsequently, my 
wife Katie and I, when we had taken over the nine-plus acres 
up on the hill which was left from the earlier property, set up 
a  conservation restriction covering them, allowing for a small 
“envelope” of space for continued family living. So the protected 
and publicly-accessible space was expanded over time to a large 
area surrounding the pond and much of the woods pointing up 
toward Tonset Road, including a little, hidden vernal pond.  
Certainly there were financial considerations in these various 
gifts, including tax aspects, which helped, but the drive, the 
dream, was to protect the land in its beloved state; bluntly, to 
prevent it from being developed.  Today, it remains largely as it 
was and will stay that way.
 Concerning the choice of the repository/fiduciary for this 
protected land, my father was very dedicated to cooperative 
civic action which served a community’s common good, and 
the OCT’s design and purpose logically impressed him.  And my 
mother and he were attracted by an organization manifesting 
their commitments to conservation and preservation which 
was both idealistic and pragmatic.  Hopefully, it would be able 
to stick to its basic principles, retain its focus and avoid mission 
creep, and reject narrow, partisan agendas.  As for those in the 
family who followed -- we’ve gone along for the ride, happy for 
a chance to give back, to help perpetuate nature’s wonderful 
gift, and to encourage others

   BRICK HILL ROAD/ICE HOUSE POND

...but the drive,  
the dream,  

was to protect  
the land  

in its  
beloved state
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 Orin Tovrov, one of the original 
founders and first President of the Orleans 
Conservation Trust (OCT), placed a  
Conservation Restriction (CR) over the Mill 
Pond Valley in 1975, one of the first of its 
kind for OCT. Orin retained private  
ownership of the parcel, while still retaining 
certain rights, such as the right to plant trees 
and shrubs, many of 
which can still be found 
today. After his passing, 
Orin’s children, John and 
Jessica, subsequently  
donated the land  
outright to the Trust in 
1996.
 The trail starts 
at the entrance from 
Champlain Road, winding left and right, 
hugging the sloping hillside. The vegetation is 
thick, a mixture of native and non-native plant 
species, providing local wildlife ample food 
and protection.
 At the valley “floor” there are remains 
of old stone walls, once used to define the 
boundaries of the property. There is also a 
wildlife game trail, likely used by deer, fox, 
and coyote, which leads to the shore of a 
freshwater wetland and an old duck blind. In 
accordance with its conserved status, hunting 

is no longer permitted on the property so 
the mallards, black ducks, ruddy ducks, and 
hooded mergansers can fly into the wetland 
worry free! 
 Walking south out of the valley floor, 
you will come across one of the largest and 
most spectacular trees in Orleans. It is a 
European beech surrounded by white  

paper birch trees, all 
likely planted by Orin 
since they do not grow 
naturally on Cape Cod. 
      At the end of the 
trail is Duck Pond, a 
unique coastal plain 
pond, aptly named for 
the number of ducks 
that land there each 

year. On a recent visit I spotted a Great Blue 
Heron soaring out of one of the pitch pines 
along the water’s edge. It flew directly over 
my head, reminding me more of a dinosaur 
than a bird. I am always amazed that despite 
their impressive size, Great Blue Herons 
weigh only 5 to 6 pounds thanks in part to 
their hollow bones, a feature all birds share.
 Up one hill and down the other and we 
are at the end of the trail, standing along the 
shore of Little Mill Pond, southwest of the 
Mill Pond Town Landing. 

By Kris Ramsay,  OCT Director

There are some great walks 
through OCT properties 
but if you are looking for 
unique topography, dense 

woodlands, freshwater  
wetlands, coastal plain 

ponds, and coastal shore-
lines all in one location, you 
should visit the Mill Pond 
Valley Conservation Area. 
The trail is relatively short, 

crisscrossing less than  
15 acres, but it has it all. 

To find your own special  
walking trail or to learn more 

about the Trust visit  
http:orleansconservationtrust.

org/trail-maps/

Special thanks are owed to the Tovrovs  
for their generosity in preserving this land to be enjoyed  

and appreciated for many generations to come. 

Mill Pond Valley Trail
   Walking the Valley
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Trump Gift McMahan Gift

Preserve Your Land with a Conservation Restriction 
In doing so, you may qualify for a Massachusetts state income tax credit worth up to $50,000 to go 
along with potential IRS income tax deductions, estate tax reductions and local property tax relief. 

For more information about how you can preserve all or a portion of your land, or to schedule a 
private one-on-one meeting, please contact OCT Director Kris Ramsay at 508-255-0183  
or e-mail kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org. 

On March, 17, 2014 Edward and Susan 
Trump kindly donated 7.34 acres of pristine 
red maple woodland off Lake Farm Lane. 
The thick vegetation of the woodland’s 
understory provides excellent habitat 
for hawks and other birds and mammal 
species. 

This land was important to protect because:  

• The land was identified by OCT and the Town as having  
strategic potential for open space.

• It directly connects to and expands upon existing OCT  
protected open space.

• It protects water quality within the Town’s Groundwater  
Protection District, Pleasant Bay Marine Water Recharge  
Area, and a State-designated Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern, and 

• It preserves land within close proximity to a State-certified 
vernal pool.

On December 24th, 2013, Page McMahan 
generously donated a highly developable 
1.44 acre parcel of land off Morgan’s Way 
best described as a pine/oak woodland. 
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   Special Thanks!

The preservation of this property has protected land within: 

• A State-designated Zone II Drinking Water Area  
of Contribution.

• The Town’s Groundwater Protection District.
• The Pleasant Bay Marine Water Recharge Area, and
• A State-designated critical wildlife habitat.
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There is only so much land ~ water ~ and time.


