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“You can never thank people enough.” 

Dear OCT members and supporters,

Past trustee Rigney Cunningham taught 
me that phrase, and it has never grown 
stale. Your local nonpro�t land trust thrives 
thanks to so many generous people and 
partnerships. As these relationships branch 
out and proliferate and mature—you’ll read 
about some in this issue—we send back 
gratitude in many directions, even if never 
enough.  
 �e work of the Orleans Conservation 
Trust is made possible, �rst and foremost, 
by our donors. Some wish to remain 
anonymous but recognize that their 
conservation values mesh perfectly with 
the Trust’s commitment to protect land 
for natural habitat—for example, the 
longtime owner of 26 acres on Pleasant 
Bay who made an extraordinary gi� of this 
land, called Namequoit Wood. To those 
landowners who forego pro�t for the sake 
of posterity by donating priceless land . . . 
thank you.
 To donors who thoughtfully give in 
ways that enable your Trust to operate 
e�ectively now and into the future—Red 
Oak donors, who give steadily year a�er 
year; Evergreen Fund donors, building an 
endowment to sustain OCT in perpetuity; 
and White Cedar Society members, who 
include the Trust in their estate plans . . . 
thank you. (See page 8 for giving options 
that may be right for you.)
 To wonderful partners such as the 
Orleans Pond Coalition, which each 
September showcases our natural resources 
during “Celebrate our Waters” weekend, 

and the Orleans 
public schools, 
who are working to 
inspire and educate 
the next generation 
of conservationists. 
And to the Orleans 
citizens who are 
reconceiving their 
home landscapes as natural sanctuaries 
with help from our At Home with Nature 
initiative (page 6). . . thank you.
 To the growing network of volunteers 
and Land Stewards who give their time 
and toil to help sta� keep our properties 
in good condition for the bene�t of all—
and, of course, to our own skilled and 
stalwart sta�ers, who plan and implement 
management of the 700 acres in our care, 
as well as nurture our relationships with 
members. And to OCT’s high-caliber team 
of trustees, past and present . . . thank you.
 Finally, to all of you, our members, 
who faithfully and creatively support an 
organization we can all be proud of . . . 
thank you!

Sincerely,

Kevin F. Galligan
President

from the president 

On the cover:  Aerial view of the 26 acres 
gifted to OCT this summer by an anony-
mous donor. Most of the mainland area 
shown, north of sandy Namequoit Point, is 
part of Namequoit Wood. Photo © Hardie 
Truesdale.  Inset: Green heron, © Kenneth 
Mayo Johnson
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A reminder that OCT’s new  

membership year now coincides 

with the calendar year! If you  

haven’t done so already, there’s still 

time to renew your membership; 

be sure to check your mail for our 

appeal letter. Year-end gifts make 

up the majority of our revenue and 

fund our land-saving work and pro-

grams for the Orleans community. 

Thank you!

  Year-End Giving Now 
Aligns with Member Year

Concerned about saving paper? We’re happy to send you this and future news- 
letters in PDF form. Just email oct@orleansconservationtrust.org
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landmarks

Members arriving at OCT’s Annual 
Meeting on August 27 were already abuzz 
over press coverage of our latest landmark 
acquisition, the 26-acre Namequoit Wood 
gi� in South Orleans (see page 4). President 
Kevin Galligan shared some history of how 
it came about, noting that such large gi�s 
of land are o�en the fruit of conversations 
and relationships nurtured over the years. 
Executive Director Steve O’Grady walked 
attendees through an eventful year, and 
Director of Land Stewardship Tom Keras 
spotlighted our proliferating management 
work. Trustees (see page 15) and o�cers 
were elected. Keynoting the event was en-
vironmental consultant Carole Ridley, who 
is coordinating the multiyear, multi-stake-
holder restoration of Well�eet’s Herring 
River saltmarsh ecosystem—an ambitious 
project that will guide future e�orts to pre-
serve this marine habitat so critical to Cape 
Cod, especially as climate change advances. 

Eli Rogers WWCA
Work proceeds at what we’re calling the 

Eli Rogers 
Woodland and 
Watershed Con-
servation Area 
(the property 
at 33 Eli Rog-
ers Road). We 

were pleased that voters at the May Town 
Meeting approved $200,000 in funding to 
purchase a Conservation Restriction. Earli-
er in the spring, sta� and volunteers seeded 
the disturbed land around former building 
sites and burned invasives and other brush 
to facilitate mowing. A management plan 
is nearly �nal, and OCT has engaged the 
Orleans Board of Water and Sewer Com-
missioners (who manage the abutting 500-

acre watershed) to explore collaborative 
opportunities for public access. �roughout 
the wet spring, we monitored the state-
mapped wetland on the property, but to 
our surprise, it never held water, so our 
hope of certifying it as a vernal pool was 
dashed for now.

A Rain Garden at HQ
A new feature of our nature-friendly 
landscaping at 203 South Orleans Road 
is a rain garden, installed this summer in 
a �ood-prone corner of the parking lot. 
Rain gardens, or bioswales, are designed 
with topography and wetland-loving 
native plants that slow stormwater runo� 
and absorb rain, to prevent runo� from 
causing erosion and polluting waterways. 

�ey promote groundwater recharge, 
while also providing food and shelter for 
pollinators and other wildlife. OCT’s rain 
garden serves as a catchment area, �ltering 
surface water that eventually makes its way 

to Pleasant Bay via Lonnie’s Pond. Stones 
of varied sizes slow runo� as it enters and 
catch debris and sediment, while shoring 
up the edge of the parking lot.   

Welcome Sam O’Neill
Our new Land Stewardship Technician ar-
rived just in time for the Annual Meeting. 
Sam joined OCT in August a�er com-
pleting a year of service with AmeriCorps 
Cape Cod, helping to 
manage and protect 
conservation land across 
the Upper Cape. Born in 
Providence and raised 
in Massachusetts, Sam 
has a deep love for 
New England’s natu-
ral beauty; you can �nd him hiking trails 
around the Cape, biking on the Rail Trail, 
or seeking out a new rock-climbing spot. 
He received his BA in political science from 
UMass Boston and has worked across New 
England in carpentry, manufacturing, and 
political organizing. Says Sam, “I’m thrilled 
to bring my experience and skills to OCT’s 
land stewardship e�orts—preserving the 
nature of Orleans for everyone to learn 
from and enjoy!” 

�e Trust in Brief
On the picture-perfect morning of 
September 15, as part of Orleans 
Pond Coalition’s “Celebrate Our 
Waters” weekend, OCT led a hike to 
beautiful Pochet Island. Our guides 
were members of the Payson family, 
the island’s long-time owners and 
stewards. The landscape reflected our 
long summer drought, but several 
osprey nests in snags signaled a grow-
ing population of the raptors and a 
healthy ecosystem overall.

Illustration © America’s Gardening Resource, Inc.
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�is summer, on June 27, an anonymous donor gave the Orleans 
Conservation Trust a 25.79-acre waterfront property on Little 
Pleasant Bay in South Orleans, near Namequoit Point at the mouth 
of �e River. �e donation is the largest and most valuable upland 
property OCT has acquired since 1973, and was the largest unpro-
tected private property anywhere on Pleasant Bay. With this once-
in-a-lifetime gi�, the Trust has surpassed a signi�cant milestone: 
700 acres protected in Orleans.
 “Namequoit Wood” is the donor’s name for her property, 
which will become OCT’s Namequoit Wood Conservation Area. 
�e land is largely forested with a mix of pine, oak, red cedar, and 
maple. It includes 620 feet of Pleasant Bay beachfront, backed by a 
40-foot-high coastal bank, and a state-certi�ed vernal pool—cru-
cial for breeding amphibians. �e land has long been enrolled in 
the Massachusetts Forest Stewardship Program, which “supports 
and encourages private forest landowners’ e�orts to manage, enjoy, 
and care for their land using a long-term approach.” �e donor had 
carefully managed the property to promote wildlife habitat and 
biodiversity along with protecting water quality. OCT’s ownership 
ensures that careful management for those values will continue for 
generations to come.
 Important, too, is that Namequoit Wood adjoins land already 
protected by the Trust—the 22.3-acre Namequoit Bog and a 3.5-
acre saltwater property on Namequoit (Arey’s) River. Assembling 
large contiguous stretches of habitat is always a top conservation 
goal. �ese ��y-plus acres in turn are part of hundreds of acres of 
protected land in South Orleans.

Beyond Price
“�is is what we dream about in the conservation world,” says 
OCT Executive Director Steve O’Grady. But it doesn’t just happen. 

In this case, the donor had been closely observing the Trust’s work 
before contacting the organization about the possible donation. 
“�is property had been near the top of our list for a very long 
time,” O’Grady adds. Discussion of the project went on quietly for 
some time.
 �e land’s assessed value is likely between $7 million and 
$8 million; it would probably bring more on the open market as 
property values continue to soar in Orleans. As of mid-October, 
an adjacent property was on the market for $10.9 million. �at’s 
the kind of incentive few property owners can resist, and it’s highly 
doubtful that OCT could have secured the land for conservation 
if not for the donor’s generosity. Le� unprotected, it could have 
been developed with as many as nine homes. Instead, the land’s 
inestimable value as habitat is preserved, and Pleasant Bay will not 
su�er the impacts of nitrogen loading from such development—in 
a neighborhood that’s unlikely to be sewered in the foreseeable 
future. 

Legacy of the Past
People have used this land for many purposes since the ancestors 
of the Wampanoag lived in what is now South Orleans. From 1929 
through 1984, the property hosted part of Camp Viking, one of 
several historic summer camps on Pleasant Bay that nurtured a 
love of this landscape in hundreds of youngsters. Viking campers 
were all boys, especially known for their overnight sails to North 
Beach, Monomoy, and Nantucket in their black double-ended 
whale boats, but they also played so�ball and practiced archery 
and other camping skills on the land.
 Consistent with the donor’s wishes, the Trust will remove �ve 

A Generational Gift 
Namequoit Wood Protects 26 Acres and a Swath of Pleasant Bay Shoreline

green acres

“In almost forty years of working with  
hundreds of private landowners  

on open space protection, I can list on  
one hand the number who have made  

such a generous contribution to  
conservation on Cape Cod.” 

—Mark H. Robinson, Executive Director, 

The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts

Archery practice at the former Camp Viking. Photo courtesy Jean Lincoln 
Bartlett.
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green acres

buildings le� over from earlier 
habitation: a modest home, two 
small bunkhouses, a boat-
house, and a garage. OCT sta� 
and trustees salvaged as much 
as possible, donating some 
items to Habitat for Human-
ity of Cape Cod, Lower Cape 
Outreach Council, Pleasant Bay 
Community Boating, and the 
Orleans Transfer Station Gi� 
House. Demolition will take 
place by the end of this year, 
and OCT sta� will jumpstart 
the rewilding process by seed-
ing the sites with a mix of na-
tive grass and wild�owers. �e 
old so�ball �eld has long since 
grown in and boasts a healthy 
stand of milkweed, the favorite 
plant of monarch butter�ies. 
Initial land management will 
include some invasive-species 
control, mostly around the 
building and ball�eld sites. 
OCT will fundraise for these 
e�orts.

When Values Align
�e Trust and the town have 
bene�ted signi�cantly over the 
years from private landowners 
who have opted to gi� their 
land—even over the past few 
years, as land has become so 
costly. �at speaks volumes 
about the high priority our 
citizens place on our local envi-
ronment.
 OCT President Kevin 
Galligan emphasizes the role 
of building trust over time and 
honoring the wishes of those 
who donate land. “�is incred-
ible gi� shows what can grow 
out of long-term relationships. 
As landowners come to know 

us, they recognize that their 
conservation values align per-
fectly with the Trust’s mission.” 
 Because its primary pur-
pose is habitat preservation, 
public access to the property 
will be limited to OCT guided 
walks, likely to begin in 2025. 
“�e donor wished to minimize 
human disturbance, so our 
scheduled walks will provide 
unique opportunities to see 
this magni�cent property,” says 
Steve O’Grady. He notes, “Our 
landholdings o�er a range of 
public access opportunities. 
We’re always willing to work 
with landowners to achieve 
their goals.”
 Consulting on the project 
was Mark H. Robinson, execu-
tive director of �e Compact of 
Cape Cod Conservation Trusts. 
He says of the Namequoit 
Wood gi�, “In almost forty 
years of working with hundreds 
of private landowners on open 

space protection, I can list on 
one hand the number who have 
made such a generous contri-
bution to conservation on Cape 
Cod. 
 “�e property’s size, its 
strategic location in the  
Pleasant Bay Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern, the 
mix of upland forest and �eld, 

saltwater and freshwater wet-
lands, the width and breadth 
of the property—all of these 
features make it a �agship 
property in OCT’s preservation 
portfolio.”
 We couldn’t agree more!

Sunrise and fog on Little Pleasant Bay at the shoreline of Namequoit Wood. Photo © Hardie Truesdale

Buildings to be removed from the 
Namequoit Wood Conservation 
Area. 
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By Gary Bowden

If you’ve been learning about 
the bene�ts of protecting 
our native pollinators, you’ve 
probably heard this advice. 
Cultivating a nature-friendly 
home landscape is a year-
round practice, and “leaving 
the leaves” simply asks that 
we leave a protected home for 
insects and other invertebrates 
that overwinter in our gar-
dens—just as we do on all our 
OCT properties.   
 �ey may not be easily 
spotted and identi�ed, but 
these creatures are living in 
cut plant stems, under fallen 
leaves, and beneath garden 
debris. �ese materials insulate 
them against the cold until they 
surface in spring to continue 
their brief life cycle. Many of 
our native bees are ground 
nesters; others lay their 
eggs in the cavities 
of hollow stems. 
Caterpillars bur-
row under the 
leaf layer, and 
several varieties 
of moths and but-
ter�ies overwinter 
in cocoons or chrysa-
lises that resemble dried leaves.   
 You can help them by 
being a lazy fall gardener, 
rather than aiming to create a 
clean and clipped appearance. 
If you don’t aggressively rake 

out your gardens, you can enjoy 
the beauty of faded perennials 
and grasses under the frost 
and snow of winter, while 
protecting valuable insects and 
inviting birds to feast on the 
seasonal berries and seeds. If 
grasses or plant stalks are too 
tall, clip them down to 12 to 
18 inches and leave clippings 
in the beds to break down over 
the winter, protecting soil and 
pollinators.
 You don’t need to leave 
leaves everywhere they fall. 
Rake or (electric) blow them 
from lawns and driveway 

into garden beds or a 
woodland edge. 

A 2-to-4-inch 
layer of debris 
in the garden 
bed mimics a 
natural eco-

system, helping 
pollinators and 

other species. Your 
garden also bene�ts: 

this practice helps retain soil 
moisture, adds nutrients, and 
reduces soil lost to wind and 
rain. And next spring, you’ll 
�nd fewer weeds sprouting and 
less need for added bark mulch. 

 

If you still have lots of leaves, 
rake them around trees, or 
�nd an out-of-the-way space 
on the edges of your property 
and leave them to compost. 
Avoid shredding leaves, which 
will also shred insects, some of 
which lay eggs on the under-
sides. It’s just more work for 
you and of no bene�t to nature. 
And when it comes time for 

spring clean-up, waiting until 
later in the season will preserve 
the life you helped through the 
winter.
 A good resource is the 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation, where you can 
learn more about what species 
you might �nd wintering in 
your garden: xerces.org/leave-
the-leaves.

at home with nature

Top:  Winter tracks in the garden. Photo by Marcie Truesdale.  Above 
left: Carolina wren enjoying seeds from an echinacea. Photo by Nancy 
Graupner. Right: Mourning cloak butterflies may overwinter in a brush pile 
or shrouded in leaf litter. Photo by Petri Tapola.

Leave the Leaves!
Winter Habitat for Our Invertebrate Friends

“A two-to-four-inch 
layer of debris in the 
garden bed mimics a 
natural ecosystem.”

Sign © Xerces Society
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By Tom Keras
Director of Land Stewardship

With more than 700 acres protected by the 
Trust, how do we prioritize an enormous 
amount of land management work? At the 
highest level, we take di�erent approaches 
to “fee simple” and “conservation restric-
tion” properties. Fee simple properties 
(those we own outright) are managed by 

OCT sta� for 
ecosystem 
function and 
public access/
recreation. 
Conservation 
restriction 
properties (not 
owned by OCT 

but restricted from future development by 
agreement with owners) are monitored an-
nually to ensure compliance, and they help 
maintain relationships within the Orleans 
community.
 A “property tiering” system helps 
determine how we allocate resources. OCT 
manages ��een Tier 1 properties com-
prising 275 acres—large, visible properties 
with high ecological and/or recreational 
value. Tier 2 properties (28 properties and 
135 acres) are moderate in size with some 
ecological value and varying degrees of vis-
ibility. Finally, Tier 3 properties (44 totaling 
65 acres) are small, isolated, landlocked 
properties with limited habitat value. In 
addition to this system, we prioritize e�orts 
on lands in which we’ve historically invest-
ed time and money, to keep them in good 
condition.
 We rely on our fantastic volunteers to 
achieve land management goals. �rough 
our Volunteer Land Steward  (see pro�le) 
and Biodiversity Seekers programs, we 
recruit and train volunteers to interact with 
OCT properties on their own time. Trust 

sta� also organize weekly volunteer work-
days that seasonally vary in scope. In 2024, 
volunteers regularly monitored 16 proper-
ties, managed invasive species at 5 prop-
erties, and improved trail infrastructure 

on all of our major trails. If you’re ready to 
lend a hand, visit our website, follow us on 
Facebook, and subscribe to our emails to 
learn about volunteer workdays and other 
opportunities.

Father–Daughter  
Land Stewards 
Cam Gardella and Jen Warner are a father–
daughter duo who volunteer in OCT’s 
Land Steward program. Some two dozen 
members monitor an OCT property by 
visiting at least quarterly to walk the trails 
and property boundaries. They look for 
possible encroachment from abutting 
properties, identify invasive species and 
other maintenance issues, and note rare 
flora and fauna.  
 “Regularly walking the trails allows 
you time to really notice the beauty of the 
land, but also to meet your neighbors,” 
Cam notes. Both part-time residents, he 
and Jen have homes on Mill Pond Road 
near our trailhead, walk the trail often, and 
have taken part in OCT workdays over the 
years. So they jumped at the chance to 
become Land Stewards. Cam has done 
similar work at a protected kettle pond 
trail near their home in Woodbury, CT.  Jen 
adds, “It’s rewarding to volunteer on a lo-
cal level and make a difference. We enjoy 

contributing to our community and to 
the longevity of this trail.”  The two are also 
members of the Mill Pond Preservation 
Association, which shares OCT’s interest in 
managing 
the land 
around the 
pond.   
Cam and 
his wife 
began 
coming to 
her family’s 
home in 
Orleans 
and bought 
their own 
place in 
1989. Jen and her sister spent summers 
sailing and enjoying the beaches and 
trails. Now Jen shares her passion for these 
lands and waters with her daughters. 
“They walk the Mill Pond Trail with me. My 
and Dad’s volunteering is a way to show 
them that we care about this trail, which is 
beautiful and nicely preserved.”

managing our lands

How Does the Work Get Done?

Land Preserved by OCT (in acres)
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supporting the trust

E very year, in
 our newsletter 

that arrives around 
�anksgiving time, 
we devote the last 
few pages to naming 
everyone who has 
given to the Orleans 
Conservation Trust in the past 
year. �e issue you’re holding 
celebrates a spectacular gi� of 
land—a most welcome event 
that comes along now and then. 
But gi�s of treasure from our 
members are no less import-
ant, especially as land becomes 
ever more costly to acquire and 
maintain in a healthy state.
 �anks to your robust 
response to our twice-yearly 
appeals, we enjoy su�cient 
revenue to pay our bills and 
respond to opportunities that 
arise—as when we need to act 
quickly to purchase land before 
developers swoop in. We can’t 
know what the future holds, 
however. Coping with unex-
pected challenges could strain 
our resources, or we might 
need to weather swings in the 
market. So, like any individual 
or family with both immediate 
and long-range �nancial needs, 
we need to make provision for 
the future.
 Recently OCT took the 
step of establishing the partly 
restricted Evergreen Fund to 
ensure the sustainability of our 
land-saving mission for future 
generations. Monies from this 

fund may be used to 
close a projected or 
actual gap between 
OCT’s operating ex-
penses and revenues, 
for board-approved 
capital expenditures, 
and for land manage-

ment activities, including sta� 
costs. As the fund grows, it will 
guarantee that these high-prior-
ity needs can be met regardless 
of the ebb and �ow of annual 
fundraising. �e board may 
direct income to the fund at 
its discretion, and donors can 
designate the Evergreen Fund 
for their contribution. 
 �is new vehicle rounds 
out a full menu of opportunities 
for members and supporters. 
All these ways of giving—from 
member dues to annual gi�s 
to bequests through the White 
Cedar Society—are equally 
important. As is every single 
gi� to the Trust, in whatever 
amount. When nonpro�ts are 
rated, the number and breadth 
of donors is weighted heavily; 
we’re proud that our long roster 
pushes the limit of the pages 
allotted here.
 �ink of OCT’s funding 
structure like a natural ecosys-
tem. Some plants and animals 
have life cycles that begin and 
end in less than a year: most  
insects, or grasses and forbs. 
Others, like native shrubs 
and many vertebrates, live for 
decades. Certain trees have a 

lifespan of centuries, and the 
rock, soils, and water in which 
all these life forms are rooted 
endure over millennia. We’re 
not saying OCT will last that 
long! But you get the idea: a 
sustainable ecosystem of fund-
ing depends on both short- 

and long-term giving. 
 Everyone has their own 
reasons to give, but trust is al-
ways a factor, we believe. OCT’s 
future depends on your trust. 
For that—and for your patience 
with all this talk of fundrais-
ing—we are forever grateful!

Your Support Keeps Orleans Evergreen
New Fund Will Provide Long-Term Stability

Counting the Ways to Give
Donate at our website

One-time or recurring gifts 
can be set up.

Mail a check 
to Orleans Conservation Trust, 
203 South Orleans Rd.,  
Orleans, MA 02653.

Gift from your IRA
Save federal and state taxes 
when you contribute directly 
from an IRA.

Stock or mutual funds 
You may receive a charitable 
deduction and avoid capital 
gains.

Planned giving through the 
White Cedar Society

Gifts set up through a will or 
trust are flexible and tax-free. 

Name OCT as a bene�ciary 
of a life insurance or retire-
ment plan. 

Memorial or other  
special gifts

Remember a loved one or 
honor someone special.

Gifts of real estate
We welcome gifts of land for 
conservation or to further our 
mission.

Crypto assets
OCT can accept certain forms 
of cryptocurrency.

Visit orleansconservation-
trust.org/give-to-oct/ for  
details. For more complex giv-
ing options, please contact Ex-
ecutive Director Steve O’Grady 
at (508) 255-0183 or email  
oct@orleanconservationtrust.org. 
For gifts with tax implications, 
consult your tax advisor.
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supporting the trust

White Cedar Society Donor Barbara Murphy Finds the “Missing Piece”
The White Cedar Society, found-
ed in 2020, is a group of OCT 
members who include the Trust 
in their planned giving. See page 
13 for the current roster. OCT 
trustee Deirdre White inter-
viewed Barbara for this pro�le at 
her Orleans home in September. 

It all began with a dog  named 
Sasha. Barbara Murphy 

always thought she “grew up 
in the wrong place.” �at place 
was Union, New Jersey, where 
“summer camp was a concrete 
school playground.” Her life 
changed when, a�er completing 
her studies in pediatric critical 
care and anesthesia, she met 
and married Dr. Frederich 
Murphy, an anesthesiologist 
at Tu�s New England Medical 
Center. When Fred relocated 
his practice to Rhode Island 
Hospital, they moved to a rural 
part of Rhode Island where 
they had some land. It was 
there that Barbara found Sasha 
abandoned on the street, and 
her compassion for animals led 
her to adopt him. �e concrete 
playgrounds of her childhood 
became a distant memory 
as she began to explore and 
observe her new surroundings 
with Sasha at her side.
 Barbara began keenly 
observing the natural world 
on those walks. Eventually she 
took up birdwatching, which 
sparked her interest in “the 
whole environmental picture.” 
�at was nearly forty years ago, 

and she has never looked back. 
 A�er many visits, the 
Murphys fell in love with Cape 
Cod. �ey �rst bought a house 
in Eastham in the mid-1990s. 
In 1999 they moved to South  
Harwich, where Barbara 
became involved in water 
testing. Her connection with 
wildlife on the pond and its 
surrounding habitat made her 
realize that the Cape had been  
“the missing piece in my life.” 
Later, Barbara found a house 
on Tonset Road in Orleans, and 
a�er much work it became their 
dream home: near the water, 
with gardens in the back and 
close to trails where she could 
walk with Sasha. Some of the 
trails, she discovered, were on 
properties owned and managed 
by the Orleans Conservation 
Trust. Her walks there helped 
Barbara form a deep commit-
ment to land and habitat pres-
ervation and thus to become a 
dedicated supporter of OCT.
 “Neither my husband or 
I came from a�uent back-
grounds, and we were never 
exposed to philanthropy,” 
Barbara notes. Nevertheless, 
their love of the land and wish 
to conserve it became a focus of 

their estate planning. 
 Barbara’s strong support 
of OCT has taken many forms. 
She has contributed directly 
to land acquisition campaigns, 
donated to our annual fund-
raising appeals, and eventually 
became a founding member of 
the White Cedar Society, which 
she welcomed as a way to plan 
a bequest to the Trust. She 
says, “I joined the White Cedar 
Society because you will always 
need support for salaries, hab-
itat maintenance and manage-
ment. It doesn’t just stop with 
the purchase of land.  �at is 
just the beginning.” Barbara 

understands that OCT’s e�orts 
to acquire and protect land will 
continue into the future. �is 
is why the Murphys chose to 
include the Trust in their estate 
plans. 
 We at OCT are deeply 
grateful for Barbara’s and other 
White Cedar Society members’ 
ongoing provision for our cur-
rent needs and their far-sighted 
investment in the future of land 
protection in Orleans.  
 �ank you, Barbara! We 
are glad you found that “miss-
ing piece” of your life here on 
the Cape!

Barbara Murphy and Sasha at their home on Tonset Road.

“�e Trust’s work 
doesn’t stop with the 

purchase of land. 
�at is just  

the beginning.”
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conservation & community

By Abby Hipp

�is past spring, some OCT 
donors, trustees, and sta� 
learned ecological lessons and 
best practices from students 
at Orleans Elementary School 
(OES) and Nauset Region-
al Middle School (NRMS). 
�e Trust’s education grants 
program, introduced in 2023, 
awarded nearly $18,000 for the 
2023–24 school year to enhance 

environmental learning for  
Orleans students. Our invest-
ment in education bore fruit 
in the creative information 
sessions shown here.
 On a visit to second-grade 
classrooms at OES, students 
taught us how to test water 
quality, using samples taken 
from Boland Pond and Pil-
grim Lake to assess where one 
might prefer to swim. �ey 
shared yearlong observations 
of a classroom water quality 
experiment and read journals 
describing their �ndings.  
 We returned to OES on a 
sunny morning to join fourth 
graders on a bird walk led 
by Stephanie Ellis, executive 
director of Wild Care, Inc. With 
listening ears, we slowly made 

our way through the woods 
to the outdoor classroom at 
Boland Pond, where catbirds 
and woodpeckers signaled our 
presence. Students discussed 
birdlife they had observed 
throughout the school year and 
made journal entries on their 
favorites: red-winged black-
birds, robins, and cardinals. 
�is year’s fourth graders have 
inherited the journals and con-
tinue to document birds that 
live around the pond.
 Continuing our education, 
��h graders welcomed us to an 
open house, sharing original 
writing and poetry inspired 
by their �eld trips to conser-
vation areas around Orleans: 
OCT’s Mill Pond Valley and 
Ice House/Reuben’s Pond and 
the Town’s Paw Wah Point and 
John Kenrick Woods, among 
others. On their outings, stu-
dents documented producers, 
consumers, and decomposers 
in each ecosystem, compiling a 
large list of �ora and fauna that 
informed their research and 
writing. �e ��h graders also 
welcomed OES third graders 
to view their projects and learn 
about our local landscapes.
 NRMS students also spent 
the school year studying water 
quality, local birds, and native 
plants. Visits last spring gave us 
glimpses of their creative work: 
PSA-style posters and dioramas 
about algal blooms in local 
waters, a student-created video 

of animals captured by wildlife 
cameras around the NRMS 
campus, and projects on the his-
toric and cultural uses of native 
plants. We read land acknow- 
ledgment statements recogniz-
ing the ancestral home-lands 
of the Wampanoag, toured the 
Forest Edge Garden, and sam-
pled delicious cookies inspired 
by the diet of local songbirds.
 As the �rst grant cycle 
wraps up, a second round of 

OCT grants will enable students 
to continue their environmental 
education. Activities for the 
current school year focus on 
being kind stewards of nature, 
teacher training from Mass 
Audubon and the Center for 
Coastal Studies, and creating 
a �ree Sisters garden (com-
plementary plantings of corn, 
beans, and squash). Stay tuned 
for updates from our next gen-
eration of conservationists!

Grants for Education
Student Conservationists Teach OCT Visitors

Far left:  Art from nature at NRMS.  Above: OES students compare bird 
observation journals at Boland Pond. Below top: Indigenous land acknowl-
edgment project at NRMS. Bottom: OES students introduce their work to 
OCT’s Tom Keras.
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“Talks” Schedule Has Moved Online!

Ice House/Reuben’s Pond

1.5-mile walk around two 
freshwater ponds, seeking migrating 
birds for the annual Cape Cod 

mergansers, and common loons 
have been spotted—what might we 

Saturday, December 7
10:00–11:30 am

John Kenrick Woods T

meanders through a white pine 
grove containing specimens of the 
rare American chestnut.
Thursday, January 16

1:30–3:00 pm

Paw Wah Point T

voters prevented development and 
preserved this sensitive area. 
Tuesday, February 11

10:00–11:30 am

Twinings Pond

Walk about 1 mile 

participate in ongoing work here.

Wednesday, March 19
9:00–10:30 am

Baker’s Pond T

Search for signs of spring on this 
longer, brisk-paced walk: 1.75 
miles on adjoining conservation 
lands around the “great pond” that 

Thursday, April 17

2:00–3:30 pm

Beach Walk to Namskaket

Walk about 1.5 miles (round trip) 
through soft sand on Skaket Beach 
to a saltmarsh habitat of 200+ 
acres, including the single largest 

Wednesday, May 21

9:30–11:00 am

T

Introducing Member-Only Events

Hello, 2025!

celebration, featuring free 
walks, talks, and hikes all 
over the Cape. Greet the 

Greenbelt Conservation Area. 

Wednesday, January 1

1:00–2:00 pm
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Benefactors
 

$10,000 and Above
Anonymous (2)
Timothy and Eliza Earle 
Drusilla Henson 
Dale and Sandra Horan
Edward L. Hutton Foundation 
Steve and Anne Koehler 
Vincent and Abigail Maddi
Robert and Sandra Parry 
William and Cynthia Treene 
Hardie and Marcie Truesdale
William and Judith Weil
Karl F. and Teryn B. Weintz  
    Foundation 
Lee Ziegler-Prouty

$5,000 – $9,999
Charlie and Susan Carlson 
Susan Chandler 
John and Donna Krenicki
Scott and Jennifer Miller
Barbara Murphy 
Vince Ollivier and  
    Kevin Galligan 
Victor Paci and  
    Jennifer Miller Paci 
Anthony and Karen Pierson
Paul and Martha Samuelson 
John Smith and  
    Susan Meisinger 
Janet Taylor 
Jean Wineman

Partners
 

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous (4)
Charles and Heather Annaloro 
Anthony M. DeLuise Fund
Richard and Jeanne Berdik 
William and Nancy Brotherton 
Jeff and Susan Cahill
Sean Campbell
Cape Cod Coastal Realty 
Jay and Christy Cashman
Andrew and Darina Chesterton
Richard and Suzanne Costa
Tarrant and Tammy Cutler
Richard Debs and  
    Barbara Knowles-Debs 
Edward and Andrea Dorian 
Charles and Betsy Dow  
Kim and Noel Foley

Rick and Joan Francolini 
Eric and Heidi Franzen 
Jim Gage and  
    Lynne Johnson Gage 
Alan and Virginia George 
Sharon Gill
Bill Green
Ted and Christine Grunebaum
Joseph Gusmano and  
    Leslie Auerbach 
Craig and Kathy Hallstrom
David and Ellen Herrick
Mark Hollinger and  
    Cathy MacNeil Hollinger
Robert Howard 
Andrea and Tim Howell 
Kathryn Imler
Richard and Joanne Ingwall
Anne Isbister 
David and Deborah Jacobson
LaFleche Giving Fund
Lisa Lesavoy and Marco Paniccia
Alan and Fran McClennen 
Seth McClennen and  
    Martha Wu 
William and Kathryn Medford 
Larry and Beth Minear 
Kevin and Lynn O’Connell 
Ann O’Connor
Andrew O’Neill and Mary Griffin
Orleans Pond Coalition
Mark and Patricia Ostrem 
Amos and Tami Pike 
Bob and Patricia Platten
Robert Prescott 
Steven and Deborah Reuman
Pamela Ritchie 
Leonard and Linda Rosen
Robert and Phyllis Rothberg 
Fran Schofield
Virginia Snedecor
Lawrence and Anne Spaulding 
Stephen and Sarah Spengler 
Andrew and Benjye Troob 
Rosa Vogel
Richard Walton and  
    Susan Olsen 
James and Maggie West 
Richard and Deirdre White
Ken and Ginger Winslow
Laura Winston

$500 – $999
Anonymous (7)
David and Lynne Abbott 

Joshua Arnow and  
    Elyse Arnow Brill 
Gary Bowden and Mark Ziomek
Craig and Maureen Boyce
Lisa and John Breitmayer
Russell Bruemmer
Andrew and Sally Buffington 
Thomas Byrne and  
    Susan Hockfield Byrne
Thomas and Giselle Cahalan
Frank and Carolyn Christian
Timothy Corcoran 
Andrew and Margaret Covell 
Elizabeth De Lima 
Thomas and Anne Degnan 
Helen Delano and Noel Potter, Jr.
Jamie Demas 
Lyn Duncan 
Michael and Karen Dunne 
Lynne Eickholt and John Cooper
Dan and Martha Fitzmaurice 
John and Susan Foley
Stephanie Gaskill 
Steven Gilmore and  
    Margaret Downey
Michael Griffin and  
    Michael Groman
Douglas and Nancy Hinman 
Michael and Maria Iacovelli
Frederick and Jill Klein
Dick and Dee Kling 
John and Deborah Laurino 
Garner and Marilyn LeStage 
David Levesque and Janet  
 Bishop-Levesque
Page McMahan 
Susan Milton and Cynthia Eagar 
Allison Moe
Glennon and Margaret O’Grady 
Lyn Oleksiak 
Paul and Elizabeth Perkowski
Pfizer Foundation Matching  
    Gifts Program
Gerd and Duncan Ritchie
David and Martha Rusch
Lee and Cecilia Sandwen 

Judy Scanlon and  
    Sigurd Winslow 
Kirk and Jennifer Schell
David Shepperly
Valerie Shulock and  
    Rebecca Segal 
Joel Sklar and Adrienne Shishko
Michael and Kathryn Stack
Thomas Summer and  
    Sydney Licht 
Jeffrey and Kate Thibault 
Michael and Susan Thonis 
Alice Thomason Van Oot 
Peter Van Oot 
Jonathan Vaughan and 
    Sharon Hayes 
Homer and Elizabeth Walker 
Gretchen Wiedie 

Friends
 

$300 – $499
Anonymous (1)
Donald Bachman and  
    Karen Back 
Elaine Baird
David and Holly Collins
Timothy and Carol Counihan 
Chris and Diana Crighton 
Craig and Joanna D’Andrea
Bradford and Diane Dodge
William and Suzanne Finn
Edward Ghory and Anne 
 Ghory-Goodman 
Allen and Martha Gibbs 
Robert Hodapp and  
   Elisabeth Dykens
J. Edwin and S.M. Hollingworth
Karen and Frank Jahn
Donald and Janet Kowalsky 
Amy Longsworth 
Allen and Paula Mitchell 
Mefford Runyon and Bonny 
 Campbell-Runyon 
Stephen and Tracey Salley 
Art and Ellen Shelton

Gi�s and Donations Membership Year 2023
From January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023, Orleans 
Conservation Trust received donations to support its most pressing 
needs as well as gi�s restricted to a speci�c purpose, including land 
acquisition, land stewardship, or educational programs. �e Trust 
also received special gi�s made in honor or in memory of someone 
designated by the donor. 
 

Every gi�, in whatever amount and for whatever purpose, 
demonstrates your commitment to conserving land and plays a 
vital role in helping OCT ful�ll its mission: to protect and restore 
natural lands—for people and wildlife, the health of our waters, 
and the character of our community.

Unrestricted Donations & Restricted Gifts

giving

We’re Celebrating a Mast Year! In a mast year, oaks produce 
a larger-than-average number of acorns, or “mast.” OCT’s 
recent change to a calendar-aligned membership year means 
that our number of Red Oak Donors has increased. People 
who have made donations, in any amount, for at least �ve 
consecutive years, are designated as Red Oak Donors with an 
acorn symbol a�er their names. 
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$100 – $299
Anonymous (23)
Mary Ann and Steven Allard 
Peter and Marsha Allgeier 
Chuck Anastas and Sharon Britton
Nicholas Athanassiou and  
    Jeanne McNett 
Carolyn Auty
Margot Ball
Ellie Ballard
David Baron and Pamela Mann
Christopher and Kathleen Barry
Andrew and Iliza Bartels 
Mike and Susan Basehore
Charles and Marcia Bechtold 
William and Caroline Benjamin 
Michael Betlinski and Lisa Allen 
Beverly Teachers Association
Ross Bierkan 
Jeffrey and Nancy Bilezikian
Louis and Jeanne Billera
Andrew and Margaret Black
James and Maryann Black
Peter Black and Lisa Cohen 
David Briggs and Mary McAveney
John and Melissa Brink
Peter and Melissa Brown 
Judith Bruce 
Joanna Buffington 
Scott Bundy
Joseph and Mary Burlinson
Lisa Burns and Judith Ohrt
John and Joan Butterworth
Anthony and Barbara Caldamone
Shari and Michael Cantor 
Malcolm and Jill Carlisle 
Ruth and R. Loring Carlson 
William and Dorothy Carr 
Cynthia Carver
Robert and Clare Casselberry
Jonathan Cedarbaum and  
    Alice Winkler
Lee and Jane Chirgwin 
Duane and Nancy Christy
Michael and Sarah Ciampa
Aldo and Debra Cipriano
Fred and Terri Clark
Moncrieff Cochran and  
    Sheila Bonnell 
Richard and Wendy Cohen
Allison Coleman and Lisa Bosley 
Brian and Joan Condon
Christopher and Susan Conniff
James and Carol Connor
Peter Correll
David Corsini and Delia Berlin
Doug and Laurel Costa 
Sylvia Cotter 
Dan and Elizabeth Cox 
John and Diana Crimmins
Morgan and Rick Crosby
Thomas and Anne Crowley 
William and Anne Cummins
Cyber Grants
David and Kim DeBoer
Robert DeCarlo
James and Stephanie DeFilippo 

Richard and Karin Delaney
Greg DeLory and Diana Landau 
Lorri Demers
Edith Denney 
Roger and Sandra Deromedi 
Dorothy DeSimone and  
    Joseph Leghorn
Tom and Sally Dewing
Roslyn Diamond and  
    Michael Harnett 
Robert and Barbara Donahue 
John and Carolyn Donovan
John Dugan and  
    Carol Baffi-Dugan 
Dean and Michelle Dulchinos
David DuRie
David and Laura Erickson 
Stephen and  
    Beverly Estes-Smargiassi
Lynn Evans and Neal Carney 
Richard and Wendy Fair 
Joanne Falla
Gregory Fasano
Megan Geist Fates 
Elizabeth Finch
Susan Flaws 
Theodore and Patricia Foot
Allison Coleman
Douglas and Dianne Fromm 
Jon and Beverly Fuller
Betsy Furtney 
Therese Galligan 
Albarosa and Kenneth Gandolfi 
Barbara Gannon 
Cameron and Barbara Gardella 
William Gardner and Sari Rotter
Steven Gass and Beverly White 
Aldo and Pamela Giacco 
Katarzyna Gilek-Seibert 
Christin and Pat Gillooly
Peter and Karen Giorgio
Marc Goldburg and  
    Elizabeth Noerdlinger 
Robert and Michele Granger 
Kathi Grant
Grantham Mayo Van Otterloo  
    and Co. LLC
Robert and Katherine Green 
Elizabeth Greenman and  
    Linda Knight 
Richard and Sarah Gregory
Gerard Grenier and  
    Ellen Snyder-Grenier
Pete and Sandy Griffiths
Ann Grumpelt
Eric Grunebaum and  
    Miriam Tendler
Kenneth and Colleen Gubala 
Judith Hadley
Ed and Merilyn Hafner
Derek Halberg and  
    Christine Johnson 
Caroline Han
Hanover Insurance Company 
    Payroll Campaign Fund
Clyde and Anne Hanyen 
David and Margaret Harris 
Judson and Nancy Hastings

Healey Family Foundation
Herb Heidt and Eliza McClennen 
Peter and Kathryn Henry 
Philip and Andrea Henson 
Richard and Catherine Herbst
David and Heather Hill
Abby and Dan Hipp
Susan Hobday 
Eugene and Mary Hornsby 
Richard and Deborah Horowitz
Steven and Moira Hoskins
Thomas and Victoria Huestis
Thomas Hutton and  
    Betsy Harding
James and Allison Jackson
Burton and Eleanor Jaffe
Ezra Jennings
Elliot and Nancy Johnson 
Leonard and Patricia Johnson 
Sally Joyce
Thomas and Jacqueline  
    Jurkowski 
Jack and Cynthia Kadzik
Bertram and Martha Kantor 
Alan and Catherine Keener 
John Kelly and  
    Elizabeth Lamalfa Kelly
Richard and Gladys Kenney
Charles and Karen Kishpaugh 
Jeffrey Kling
Don Krohn and Janis Brennan
William Kyle
Paul Lawler, William and  
    Honor Burgess
Joan Leary 
Ed and Carol Lindemann
Lydia Littlefield and Robert Danz
Esther Lobo
Alan and Pat Long
Greggory and Claire Lundahl
Edward and Mary Susan Lynch 
Hugh and Jeanine MacFadyen
Donald MacKenzie and Katy Day 
Roderick MacNeil 
Howard and Diane Mager 
Scott and Janice Marble
Randy Mason
David and Denise McConney 
Roger McDaniel and  
    Joan Morgan 
Scott and Robin McIntyre 
Stephen McKenna 
Bruce and Nancy McKinstry 
Francis McPartlan 
J. Stephen and Ana Mernick 
Thomas and  
    Margaret Merzbacher 
Sally Mettler Joyce and  
    Stephen Joyce
John and Hannelore Meyer 
Jean-Louis Mieusset and  
    Alison Carroll
J. William and M. Louise Miller 
Jeffrey Mills 
Christopher Mines and  
    Lisa Fitzgibbons
Henry Minis and Patricia Hughes 
Robert and Martha Monte 

Patricia Montgomery 
Robert and Judith Moodie
R. Curtis Morley
Richard and Sheree Morris
Steve Morrison 
Lorraine Morse
George and Carolann Najarian
Stephen and Kristine Nasinnyk 
Nancy Neal 
George and Patricia Neher 
Heather Nevin
Cecil Newcomb and Anne Sigsbee
Peter and Joan Nix 
Melora North 
Richard and Nan O’Brien
Timothy and Susan O’Connor 

giving

Members of the White Cedar 

Society show their love of 

the land with a bequest to 

Orleans Conservation Trust. 

Anonymous (10)

Gary Bowden and  

    Mark Ziomek

Charlie and Susan Carlson

Kevin Galligan and  

    Vince Ollivier

David and Ellen Herrick

Rachia Heyelman

Susan Hobday

Roderick MacNeil

Susan Milton

Barbara Murphy

Me�ord Runyon and  

    Bonny Campbell-Runyon

William and Cynthia Treene

Richard and Deirdre White

We remember with  
gratitude the following 
White Cedar Society mem-
bers, who recently passed:

Cynthia Eagar

Virginia Snedecor

Lee C. Ziegler-Prouty

The White Cedar 
Society
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giving
Colleen O’Grady
Paul and Karen O’Grady
William and Elizabeth Orr 
Fitzhugh Pannill and Kathy Heard
Harry and Diana Parad
Gregory Peach and Lynn Conover
Jerome and Darlene Perkins 
Richard and Margie Perse
Ronald and Valerie Petersen
Elizabeth Phillips and  
    Jack Kaufmann
David and Susan Pieciak 
Joaquim and Georgina Pires 
Roger Pocock
Donald and Nettie Pond 
Christine Prah
Peter Prendergast
Charles and Sally Proctor 
Steve and Alison Quackenbush
Qualcomm
Michael and Virginia Ranger
Janet and Patrick Regan 
William and Susan Reiher
John and Patricia Reohr
Elisabeth Rix
Frederick Roessle and Peter Lauro
William and Jean Romeo 
Albert and Mary Grace Rook 
Joshua Rosenbloom and  
   Leslie Bennett
James and Debra Ruel
Naomi Rush and Fred Boak
David Sacra
Marsha Salett
John and Gail Samuelson
Joseph and Hope Santoro
John Sellew and Susan Bronson
Roy Setterlund and Deb Mariani
David and Nancy Shactman 
Christine Shaw
William and Mary Ann Siclari
Lee and Myrna Silverman
Robert Singer and  
    Sandra Rhodes 
John and Elizabeth Skelton
Dan and Cindi Slater
Dean and Nina Smith 
Jeffrey Smith
Peter and Susanne Smith 
Richard and Barbara Smith
Snow’s 
Matthew, Gregory James, and      
 Mark Sobchuk
Thomas and Elizabeth Sorbo 
Bernard Speckhart
Eric and Lauren Spengler 
Mark Spengler
Warren and Elizabeth Spicka
Howard E. Steilen and  
    Marguerite Martin 
Andrew Stern 
Victoria Stevens
Benjamin and Anne Steverman
Robert Stewart
Caitlin Stewart Nielsen
Kevin and Joyce Stone
John and Anne Stradal 

Thomas Swartz
Leo Swift and Amy Auerbach 
Jeffrey Talmadge and  
    Joan Reese Talmadge 
Christopher and Susan Tapscott 
Merle and Michael Tarnow 
Brooks Thayer
Richard and Ann Thompson
Thrivent 
Philippe Tinmouth and Brit Dewey
Jane Tout
Peter Trainer and Carol Etzold
Kenneth and Jill Trehub 
Nello and Holly Trevisan
Carlos and Patricia Tun
James and Carolyn Turnbull 
University of Virginia Law  
    School Foundation
Richard and Mary Utt 
Edward and Bernice Van Giezen 
Janet Van Tassel and Steve Park 
Dale and Peter Wade
Lynn Wagman
Thomas and Virginia Wallace
Robert and Petra Walters
Bob and Jean Warneke 
Peter and Ann Webb
Cindy Wells and  
    Bernard Bradpiece
Elizabeth Wentworth
Frederick and Lisa West 
John and Nancy Whelan
William Whelan and Megan Gates
Jonathan and Joyce White 
John Whitesides 
Paul and Maureen Wiencek 
Robert and Judy Wilkinson 
Guy and Amy Williamson
Janet Wineman and  
    Joseph Brevard 
Alan and Barbara Wolfert 
Matthew and Marie Wolff
Thomas and Jennifer Woodward 
James and Janet Yeutter 
Karen Young
Bryant and Marcia Zanko 
Steven and Ariana Zayatz

Under $100
Anonymous (19)
Constance Ahlstrom
Abigail Allis
Melissa Alves
Amazon Smile
Kirsten Anderson
Mark Anderson
Francis Anglin
Beatrice Auty
William Auty
Mark and Jonathan Bagg 
Ralph and Maryellen Barone 
Paul and Nancy Bartlett
Jeffrey Bauer
Jessica Beets
Adam and Katharine Berger
Anne Best
Judith Blood 

Suzanne Bogdanoff
Stephen Boskus
Theresa Boulineau
Deborah Bradford
Chris Brewster
James and Susan Brickey
Lynn Bruneau 
Emily Burns
Laura Cann
Robert and Barbara Carey 
Christopher W. Carroll 
Joseph and Susan Catalano 
Floyd Churn
Beginners Lane LLC
Kevin and Elaine Clements
Anson and Nancy Clough
Susan Cochran and David Larkin
Michael and Ina Cole
Roslyn Coleman
William Colling and  
    Pamela Weiler 
Carole Combs
Andy Cooper and Emily McKhann
Caroline and Laurie Cotter 
Joanne Coyle
Robert Cunningham 
Thomas and Leah Daley
Michael Day 
Anthony and Jo Del Negro
Russell and Linda Delman
Ann Deming
Barbara Dolan
Paul Dolinsky
Mary Ella Donleavy
James and Carol Donnelly 
Christopher and Ann Donner
Michael and Patricia Doshier
William Dunham
Anne and Kelly Anne Ekstrom
Sally Elliott
David and Lucy Emerson
Julia Enroth 
John and Patricia Fallender 
Virginia Farber
Leslie Anne Fish
Mitchell Fournier
Peter Franchot and Anne Maher 
Bonnie Gannon
Patricia Gannon
Robert and Joan Garofalo
David and Laurie Gengarelly
Global Health Labs LLC
Robert Gordon
Monica Goubaud
Carol Hackett 
Ann Hart
Steven Harvey
Ezra Hausman
Michael and Heather Hazel 
Sharl Heller
Rachia Heyelman
Elizabeth Hicks
John and Cheryl Hiden
Stanley and Linda Holden 
Judith Hunt 
Peter Jensen and  
    Lynn Van Norman

Keith Johnson
Peter Johnson 
Matthew Kaminsky
Christopher and Joan Keating
Christine and MJ Knoll-Finn
David and Anita Kraft 
Howard and Jane Kucks 
Jo Ann LaMar
Aldis and Susan Lapins
Richard Lawler 
Gemma Leghorn
Robert J and Sally Tucker Levy
David and Sandra Light 
Geoffrey and Janice Lilja
John Lipman
Douglas Long and Carolyn Witt
Paul and Vicki Longo 
Elizabeth Longsworth and  
 Tom Kreyche
W. Courtney and Daphne Lowe
Mary Elizabeth and John Majkut
John Makowske 
Peter and Mary Ellen Marsden
Valerie May
Walter and Carol McClennen 
Catherine and Scott McGee
John and Patricia McIntyre
John and Dinah Mellin
Elizabeth Merritt
Glenn and Lynn Migliozzi
John and Carolyn Millett
Maxine Minkoff
Paula Moran
Ellen Mulroney
Raymond Nash 
Richard and Geraldine Nolin
Melora North and Steve Peno
Walter North and Judy Ryon 
Theodore Osiecki and  
    Oletta Allegranza
Richard Paris and Ann Pike-Paris
E. Donald and Joanne Patterson 
John Pershing
Michael and Jennifer Peters
Pochet Property  
   Owners Assoc., Inc.
Daniel Pokaski 
Berit Pratt
Douglas and Elizabeth Prentiss 
Norma Quine
Clifton R. and Arleen Read 
John and Mary Reed 
Linda Reed 
Edward and Gail Rogers 
Ernie and Anita Rogers 
Ryder and Wilcox 
Walter and Dagmar Sall
John and Susan Sargent
John and Susan Schmuck 
Pam Schultz 
Betsy Anne Seel
Shaw’s
Daniel and Judith Shay
Elisabeth Short 
Melvin and Karena Slotnick
Donald and Linda Smith
Donald and Ollie Sonberg
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John and Adrienne Stanick
Beth and Howard Stein
Sarah Stranahan and Charles Levy
Jack Sullivan
Bruce Taub
Jennifer Taylor
Charles and Susan Thompson 
John and Claire Thompson
Tracy and Pete Thompson
Thomas and Tracy Troiano
Linus and Karen Vachon
John and Marina Valentine
Martha Van Oot
Monique Villars
Virginia Webber
Sandra Webbere
Penelope Wells
Linda Wenner
Abigail West
William Wibel 
Cynthia Wigren
Carol Winslow
John Woodford 
Robert and Gloria Zalosh
Robert and Joyce Zavorskas
Betty Zimmerberg
Linda Zimmerman

SPECIAL GIFTS
In memory of

Robert Auty
William Auty

William Bevan
Karl F. and Teryn B. Weintz  
 Foundation

Carolyn Brotherton
Beverly Teachers Association

Peter Deeks
Laura Cann
Jonathan Cedarbaum and  
 Alice Winkler
David and Holly Collins
David Corsini and Delia Berlin
Anthony M. DeLuise Fund
Kim and Noel Foley
Bonnie Gannon
Ann Grumpelt
Caroline Han
Healey Family Foundation
Richard and Catherine Herbst
Ezra Jennings
Lisa Lesavoy and Marco Paniccia
Heather Nevin
Michael and Virginia Ranger
David Shepperly
Warren and Elizabeth Spicka
University of Virginia Law  
    School Foundation

Nancy K. DuRie
David DuRie

Barbara Gannon
Patricia Gannon

Joe and Rita Leary
Joan Leary

Ann Mills
Jessica Beets

Phyllis and Sherwood Moe
Allison Moe

Bob Oleksiak
Lyn Oleksiak

Gregory Prah
Christine Prah

Doris and Orville Schmid
Kathi Grant

James Y. Snedecor
Virginia Snedecor
 
Virginia Snedecor
The Noerdlinger Family

Robert L. Stevens
Victoria Stevens

�omas P. Sullivan
James and Maggie West

�e Twinning Family
Leonard and Patricia Johnson

In honor of
Susan Chandler
Roderick MacNeil

Leona Gwen Fitzwater
Richard and Deirdre White

Kevin Galligan
Virginia Farber

Jack Hadley
Judith Hadley

Rachia Heyelman
Richard and Nan O’Brien

Dee Kling
Jeffrey Kling
Christine Shaw and Robin Hayes

Tom Kreyche and Elizabeth  
      Longsworth
Global Health Labs LLC

Je� Mills and Karen House
Jessica Beets

Megan Nielsen
Caitlin Stewart Nielsen

OCT Leaders and Members
Fran Schofield

OCT Sta� and Volunteers
Peter Van Oot

Maureen Ryan
Ellie Ballard

John T. Ryan III
Ann O’Connor

Mary Janeth Scanlon
Dean and Nina Smith

Jean Warneke
Bob and Jean Warneke

giving

Welcome New OCT Trustees!

OCT is pleased to welcome three new trustees, 
who were elected at the Annual Meeting in 
August.

Carolyn Auty is an experienced HR profession-
al/compensation expert and strategic consul-
tant. She has worked as a 
compensation specialist 
at Boston Children’s Hos-
pital and Lahey Health, 
and recently she went 
to part-time consulting. 
Carolyn is involved in the 
Orleans community as 
a board member with Friends of Crystal Lake, 
a member of the Town of Orleans Marine and 
Fresh Water Quality Committee and the Orleans 
Pond Coalition, and a volunteer for the Associa-
tion to Preserve Cape Cod.  

David Herrick spent many years with Amer-
ican Express in Europe, leading two of its five 
businesses there. At American Express he also 
led marketing and co-branded credit card ini-
tiatives with European airlines, hotels, and large 
retailers. Later, he launched a digital business 
within Barclays Bank in the UK. Returning to 
New England, David worked with early and 

mid-stage health tech 
and fintech companies 
and for MassChallenge, 
a nonprofit startup 
accelerator. David is 
passionate about helping 
to preserve the beauty 
of the Cape through 
climate and environmental initiatives. He lives in 
Orleans with his wife, Ellen. 

Lynn Van Norman is a deeply rooted Cape Cod 
native. Following a long career in hospitality, 
she applied her strong work ethic and dedica-
tion to customer service 
while working as a realtor. 
A lifelong learner, Lynn’s 
journey took a transfor-
mative turn in 2017 when 
she joined her husband 
in teaching permaculture 
gardening worldwide. 
Today they share their passion for sustainability 
in workshops advocating for environmental 
conservation strategies. Lynn’s commitment to 
her community and avocation as a naturalist 
will serve the Trust well.   
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Give to OCT tax-free through 
your IRA 
Once you reach age 70½ , you can maximize the 
impact of your gift to OCT by making a qualifying 
charitable distribution from your IRA to support our 
land-saving work. Because the funds pass directly from 
your IRA to OCT, a tax-exempt organization, they are 
withdrawn tax-free.  And starting at age 73, a contri-
bution from your IRA to OCT counts toward your 
required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year. 
Please consult your tax advisor regarding your  
individual tax situation.  
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