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ORLEANS CONSERVATION TRUST TAKES ACTION TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY AND
COMMUNITY CHARACTER IN THE HEART OF ORLEANS

Orleans, MA / February 9, 2026 - Orleans, MA - Undeveloped land in the heart of Orleans is
increasingly rare. That’s why Orleans Conservation Trust (OCT) is working quickly to protect a
wooded parcel at 22 Tonset Road, between Main Street and South Orleans Road.

For many residents and passersby, the property offers a welcome stretch of trees and greenery in
an otherwise busy, developed area, providing visual relief, wildlife habitat, and a reminder of the
semi-rural character that makes Orleans unique.

“This kind of opportunity to protect open space in the center of town doesn’t come along often,”
says Stephen O’Grady, Executive Director of Orleans Conservation Trust. “Acting now helps
preserve the look and feel of Orleans that residents value, while also protecting the natural
systems working to protect our health and environment.”

While the view is what most people notice first, there is also an important process happening
below ground. Rainwater flowing from nearby roads and residences passes through the property’s
large freshwater wetland before reaching Town Cove, a waterbody that has faced water quality
challenges. The heavily vegetated land acts as a natural sponge, absorbing water during flooding
events and filtering it before it reaches the cove.

When asked about the project, Carolyn Auty, OCT Trustee and Chair of the Town’s Marine and
Freshwater Quality Committee, noted, “The wetland on this property drains under Main Street and
into Town Cove, an impaired water body. In its natural state, the land at 22 Tonset provides a
vegetative buffer, helping to filter out pollutants before they reach Town Cove.”

The fundraising campaign to protect the property was launched with a generous lead gift of over
$100,000 from OCT members and Orleans residents Hardie and Marcie Truesdale. OCT is now
seeking to raise the remaining $65,000 by March 31 to complete the acquisition.

“It’s important to preserve as much of the natural environment on Cape Cod as we can, so [ was
happy to help when I heard OCT was interested in purchasing 22 Tonset,” says Hardie Truesdale.
“Being a long-time member of the Orleans Open Space Committee, [ knew that this property is an
important piece of the puzzle towards protecting the Town Cove watershed.”


mailto:stephen.ogrady@orleansconservationtrust.org

Donations to support the Tonset Road land protection effort will be accepted through March 31,

2026. To learn more or contribute, visit https://OrleansConservationTrust.org/.

Orleans Conservation Trust is a private 501(c)(3) nonprofit established in 1970. Over its 50-year history, the
Trust has preserved 700 acres in Orleans. Among the most active land trusts on Cape Cod, OCT stewards a
range of ecosystems, from freshwater ponds and wetlands to salt marshes, wooded upland, and coastal
grasslands, managing its lands to protect and enhance wildlife habitat, restore native ecosystems, and provide
public recreation and education through a network of trails and informational signage. OCT also educates
residents and visitors about important natural values and environmental issues in Orleans and around Cape
Cod via grants to Orleans schools, guided walks, free lectures, its website, newsletter, and other
communications.
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[This stretch of woodland on Tonset Road provides a natural tter for Town Cove and helps preserve the
open, semi-rural character of Orleans. Photo by Hardie Truesdale.]
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[The location of the Tonset Road parcel within Orleans. Its central location makes it a priority - and a rare

opportunity - for both open space protection and water quality in the heart of Orleans. Parcel layer and

imagery provided by the Town of Orleans.]




