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Letter from the President
Through more than 40 years of conservation
efforts and the generosity of our donors, the
Trust has successfully preserved close to 150
parcels of land totaling over 640 acres in the
Town of Orleans.
With these gifts comes the responsibility of maintaining the land. Donors need to
know that when they make a gift, the trust will preserve that gift in perpetuity. Land
management has become increasingly important and we have made great progress
following the appointment of the full time trust administrator, Kris Ramsay, who
spends much of his time in the field actively maintaining the land and working with
our volunteers. With Kris’s help we have undertaken some significant land restoration
projects, for example the restoration of White’s Lane and the Ted Mauch gift where
we were able to remove invasive species and reopen access to the land.
All of this takes time and money and I am very pleased to announce the newly
established OCT Endowment Fund, reported on in this issue, which represents a
significant step forward in our efforts to provide the trust with the funds it needs to
actively manage its properties. The fund has been established with the help of a very
generous $100,000 founding gift from the Vos family.
In the coming months you will hear more about our plans to secure the Trust for
future generations and we hope you will choose to participate and help us in these
efforts.

Jim Trainor
President

e-Mail
kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org

website
orleansconservationtrust.org
Photos by Hans Rilling
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Orleans Conservation Trust Preserved Land
Preserved to Date: 148 parcels of land.
This amounts to a parcel of land being
preserved nearly ever 3 months over the
Trust’s 42 years of existence.

]

Vos Founding Gift Establishes
OCT’s Endowment Fund
Despite the fact that they had lived in glamorous places throughout the world, including Paris, Tokyo and Hong
Kong, Ad and Mieke Vos chose Orleans as their retirement community.  Natives of Holland, they had
vacationed on Cape Cod since the 1960s, first in Dennis and
subsequently at homes in the Barley Neck area and Aspinet
in Orleans.  They were enchanted by the Cape’s natural beauty,
and when they saw the lot overlooking Pochet Island in 1995, they
were hooked.  
Every day Mieke would sit in a special spot in the house where she could
see across the water to Pochet Island.  
It was the changing light on the water
and the marsh that captivated Mieke.  
She was thankful knowing the land she
looked onto was protected in perpetuity.   (Pochet inlet and its marsh was
one of the first parcels to be preserved
by the OCT.)
This enduring memory was the
catalyst for Ad’s decision to make a gift
of $100,000 to the Orleans Conservation Trust after Mieke’s untimely

death in the summer of 2012.
This significant gift to the Trust
establishes its first endowment fund,
and along with the Tomkins bequest
last year, these two gifts will provide
needed resources for the Trust’s activities in the years ahead, and it provides
the foundation for the Trust’s first
endowment campaign.  “We are at a
critical juncture in land preservation in
Orleans today, and I felt I could make
a difference,” Ad said.  “Knowing that
the principal of the gift will be forever
protected was a major motivation for

making this gift now,” he added.
He hopes other gifts like his will
follow.  A trustee since 2010, Ad noted,
“The opportunity for land to be purchased or gifted is dwindling, and with
over 600 acres of land to maintain, we
have a major challenge in front of us.”
“There are so many ways to make a
meaningful gift today,” added Jim Trainor,
the Trust’s current president.  
“We are hoping that those in
Orleans who treasure this special place
will think about how they can make a
difference.”

Ways You Can Give

The Vos founding gift to the
OCT Endowment Fund and the
recent Tomkins Bequest are
transformative gifts for the OCT,
and will help fulfill our mission of
conserving land in Orleans for the
future.  Today, there are many
ways to make a gift to the Trust.  
If you are considering a tax-deductible charitable gift, we hope
the following information will be
useful to you.
Gifts from Your Will or Trust
More and more individuals are considering gifts through their will or trust because
the assets remain in your control during
your lifetime, and you can modify your gift if
circumstances change.  And, under current
tax law there is no upper limit on the estate
tax deduction.  If you need sample language,
please contact us.
Gifts from Your Retirement Plan
If you name the OCT as a beneficiary
of your IRA or other qualified retirement
plan such as a 401(k), 403(b), IRA or Keogh,

you will realize significant tax savings. (Under
current law, the IRS considers any balance
in a retirement plan to be untaxed income!)
So if you had planned to leave the balance
of your IRA to heirs other than your spouse,
that gift will be subject to both income and
estate tax.  The result of such taxation could
consume as much as 60 percent of the value
of your account.  Instead, consider making
the OCT the beneficiary and leave other
non-taxable assets to your heirs.
Gifts of Stock and Appreciated
Assets
The recent rise in the stock market
makes stock an excellent vehicle for charitable gifts, as long as you have owned the stock
for at least one year.  Donors receive an
immediate income tax deduction for the fair
market value of the securities on the date of
transfer, no matter what you originally paid
for them.  And, you pay no capital gains when
the stocks are sold.  Bonds and mutual fund
shares also qualify.  

Moore Gift on Ice House Pond

Gifts of Life Insurance
If you hold more paid-up life insurance
than your family obligations require, you
possess a wonderful potential gift asset.  By
naming the OCT the sole beneficiary, you
can take a charitable deduction today in the
amount of the policy’s cash surrender value
or basis, whichever is less.
Gifts of Real Estate
If you own highly appreciated real
estate and wish to sell it, you will be subject
to a capital gains tax for any appreciation
on the property since the time of purchase.  
(A personal residence enjoys a capital gains
tax exclusion of $250,000 for singles, or
$500,000 for couples filing jointly.) Why
not consider a gift to OCT? You will receive
a tax deduction based on the fair market
value of the property, regardless of what you
paid for it.  
Need Advice?
We are here to help you make the gift
that benefits you the most. Contact us at
508-255-0183 or at kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org for more information.

Charting Our Future
Save the Date:
August
Annual Meeting
Join us on Tuesday, August
27, at the Orleans Yacht Club,
for OCT’s Annual Meeting.  The
brief business meeting will update members on the numerous activities that have made
this a memorable year for the
conservation organization.
If you are in for a wild ride, come
hear historian Dick Ryder speak about
the CG36500 lifeboat, including the
historic rescue of 32 crewmen from the
tanker Pendleton
during the epic
1952 Nor’easter.  
Dick’s talk will cover
all of the lore of this
important lifeboat,
as well as the efforts required to restore
the boat to its original condition.
Decommissioned in 1968, local residents Bill Quinn and Dick Ryder led the
effort by the Orleans Historical Society
to acquire ownership of the boat and to
undertake its comprehensive restoration.

U.S. Coast Guard CG36500 rides again after
its’ comprehensive restoration in 2009.

On April 28th OCT’s
current and past trustees,
land donors, and local
advisors gathered at the
Orleans Yacht Club for the
Trust’s first strategic planning session. During this
gathering, the Trust took the
opportunity to reflect upon
the organization’s collective
achievements over the past
40+ years.  Emphasizing
recent initiatives, including the establishment of our first endowment fund, the
evening concluded with a focused discussion among participants; the results will
assist OCT in preparing a strategic plan for the next decade.
OCT plans to host similar strategic planning sessions annually, but we
welcome member input at any time. If you have something to share, please contact
Kris Ramsay at kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org or call him at 508-255-0183.

Top: Ad Vos Introducing the OCT Endowment Fund. Middle: Ad Vos receiving
a standing ovation as the founding donor to the OCT Endowment Fund.
Bottom: Left to Right- Jim Trainor, Michael Vos, Christina Vos, Ad Vos and
Kris Ramsay

Third Tuesday Summer & Fall Lecture Series
CG 36500
August, 27, 2013– OCT Annual Meeting
Speaker– Dick Ryder
Local Historian
Ryder will speak about the history of the decommissioned Coast Guard lifeboat, the CG36500,
including its role in the rescue of 24 crewmen during a Nor’easter in 1952.

Red Knots
September 17, 2013
Speaker - Brian Harrington
Emeritus biologist from The Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences
Harrington will discuss the highly endangered Red Knot, a bird species that uses the Massachusetts
coastline as a migration stopover area.

Orleans: A Small Cape Cod Town with an Extraordinary History
October 15, 2013
Speaker - Bill Quinn
Author and Local Historian
Using a series of historic photographs as his guide, Quinn will demonstrate how the town of Orleans
has changed over the centuries.

Right Whales, Protecting Our Endangered Neighbors
November 19, 2013
Speaker - Stormy Mayo
Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies Director of Right Whale Studies
Mayo will report on recent research that has led to a better understanding of why right whales are
more common in Cape Cod Bay, and how we can manage this endangered species long term.

JOIN US!   Where: Orleans Yacht Club 6:30 p.m.
Doors open 6:00 p.m. (cash bar)  •  Admission is free

Clockwise from left:
Highbush Blueberry,
Arrowwood
Virburnum,
Highbush Blueberry

Spring and Summer Walk Schedule

Join us for these free educational walks appropriate for all ages
Ice House/Reubins Pond
Conservation Area
1.5 mile walk around two freshwater
ponds
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Arey’s
Lane
Arey’s
Pond

Meet at 245 Tonset Road, Orleans
Thursday, May 16
9:00-10:15am

Mill Pond Valley
Conservation Area
Trail contains unique topography, kettle
ponds, vernal pools and much more
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Nameq
uoit Road
Paw
Wah
Pond
Little
Pleasant Bay

Meet at 20 Peck’s Way, Orleans
Saturday, August 3
9:00-10:00am

Kenrick Woods
Conservation Area
Unique look at large white pine and the
nearly extinct American Chestnut

Meet at 13 Champlain Road, E. Orleans
Saturday, June 1
9:00-10:15am

Namequoit
River

Peck Property
Conservation Area
Short walk traversing 12-acres overlooking
Namequoit River

Meet at 35 Namequoit Road, S. Orleans
Thursday, August 22
9:00-10:30am

Kent’s Point
Conservation Area
Beautiful walk along nearly
a mile of shoreline with outstanding
views of Pleasant Bay

Paw Wah Point
Conservation Area
Short walk through 12-acres of
pristine wood-lands
Meet at 163 Namequoit Road,
S. Orleans
Saturday, June 15
9:00-10:30am

Meet at 39 Keziah’s Lane, Orleans
Tuesday, September 3
10:00-11:30am

Christian Property
Conservation Area
Rare view of an Atlantic white cedar forest
Meet at 80 Portanimicut Road, S.
Orleans
Thursday, July 11
3:00-4:15pm

Baker’s Pond
Conservation Area
1.5 mile walk stretching between
Orleans and Brewster adjoining
conservation lands on Baker’s Pond
Meet at 80 Baker’s Pond Road, Orleans
Saturday, September 14
10:00-11:30am

When one tugs
at a single thing in nature,
he finds it attached to
the rest of the world.
John Muir

Creating a Conservation Legacy
in South Orleans
By Mon Cochran
While summering at the
home of Laurence Brooks on
Pleasant Bay in 1907, William
Davis and his wife Sally took
a liking to the nearby bucolic
farmland nearby that overlooked the Narrows and Sipson’s
Island.  At the time, the land
was all meadow stretching back
to Quanset Road -- treeless except for the occasional stunted
cedar.   The farmer sold them 30
acres for $100, and family legend
purports that they could have
also bought Sipson’s Island for
another $100, but they felt that
the price was too steep.  The
following year, they built the
house that now sits on the Point,
the family’s first structure on
Pleasant Bay.

Their daughter Margaret subsequently
married Moncrieff Cochran on that spot in
1916, where she served as family matriarch
until 1982, when she died at the age of
102.  In the 1950s, the rest of the original
farm became available, and she bought 60+
additional acres, extending the property out
from Davis Road to Quanset Road.  That
parcel was subdivided for development, and
several parcels were sold during the 1950s.  
At that point her son Monny, who lived on
the land, and his siblings convinced “Granny”
Cochran to retain most of the remaining
acreage in a wild state.  
The Orleans Conservation Trust
accepted 58 acres of this land from Granny
as a gift in 1973, establishing a land preservation precedent in the Cochran and
Emerson families that endures to this day.  
In 2005 the Pleasant Bay Narrows
Trust, representing the extended CochranEmerson families, sold a conservation

restriction (CR) covering the 10 acres
comprising Eelman’s Point to the Orleans
Conservation Trust for half the appraised
value of the land.  Included in the CR is
public access by water to the eastfacing portion of the beach along the Point.   
Purchase of the land by OCT was made
possible by a major gift from Betsy Cabot
Cochran and the generosity of many other
donors, including the Friends of Pleasant
Bay.  Several years later, Betsy Cochran
gifted another two-and-a-half acres adjacent
to her home on Horseshoe Lane.  
Additionally, her two children, Helen
and Mon, have placed conservation
restrictions on lots they own along Horseshoe Lane to create a permanent wildlife
corridor between Little Pleasant Bay and
Sarah’s Pond.
When in the 1990’s an additional lot
on Sarah’s Pond was acquired by OCT in
a ‘fire sale’ purchase led by Helen Cochran

Just some of OCT’s preserved land in South Orleans

View of the
Cochran tennis
courts overlooking Little
Pleasant Bay in
1909.

-- supported most generously by neighbors
Catharine and John Ryan and Richard and
Jeanne Berdik and many others -- the
conservation area was extended.  In
another ‘fire sale’ purchase, some of the
original Brooks land was added to the
conservation area and now protects much
of the shoreline along nearby Meadow Bog
Pond.  This parcel completes the conservation area on the east side of Quanset Road.   
In recent years, the extraordinary
generosity of the Fleck family, along with
many other conservation-minded contributors, has extended this special wildlife corridor across Quanset Road to include much
of the land around Twinings Pond.   
Our little South Orleans Serengeti is
thriving under the loving gaze of interested
and committed neighbors, and the careful
management of the Orleans Conservation
Trust.

View of Cochran tennis courts overlooking Little Pleasant Bay today.

View of the
Cochran
property in
1909 from
Quanset Road.

The Orleans
Conservation
Trust accepted 58
acres of this land
from Granny as
a gift in 1973,
establishing a
land
preservation
precedent in the
Cochran and
Emerson families
that endures to
this day.
View of the Cochran gift today.

The Plight of the Bluebird
Bluebirds are one of North America’s most beloved birds, and one of many
songbirds that have suffered slow but steady decline of all 3 bluebird species in
the last 70 to 80 years. The bluebird has long been a favorite icon in our culture,
not only for its beautiful blue color, but also for its gentle disposition and beautiful melodic singing.
The decline of bluebird populations was
first brought to the general public’s attention
back in 1934 by Thomas E. Musse.  In his
article entitled “Bird Lore”, Musselman warned
that bluebird populations were declining
throughout the United States, and that immediate action was needed to help reverse
this trend.
Since that time, many conservation
organizations have studied what might be
causing the decline, and they have come up
with four common reasons why bluebirds are
disappearing: Introduction of non-native bird
species, loss of bluebird habitat, insecticides,
and a decrease in winter food supply.

House sparrows and European starlings
are one of the bluebird’s worst enemies as
they compete fiercely with bluebirds for nesting cavities, and will go as far as to kill adult
and nestling bluebirds to take over nesting
cavities.
The destruction of appropriate bluebird
habitat is another reason for population decline.  Bluebirds are secondary cavity nesters,
meaning that they use abandoned cavities or
tree holes created by other birds and animals.
With increased urbanization and loss of open
space, the number of available places for bluebirds to live and nest has decreased drastically.
With the hope of increasing the local

Pink indicates past habitat of the
Bluebird and the Red indicates the
reduced current habitat.

Eastern Bluebird populations in Orleans, this
spring OCT installed 13 bluebird boxes on
two of OCT’s properties. Each box is being
monitored by a trained volunteer who is in
charge of that specific box.
Nest boxes are monitored on a regular
basis throughout the bluebird nesting season
(March-August) and detailed notes and
information are collected for each nest box’s
activity. Information gathered at the end of the
season will be collected and given to Cornell
University’s Nest Box Network.
Special thanks to Bob Neporadny for
making and donating the boxes.

What’s A Simple Way You Can Help Bluebirds?
If they do not pose a hazard to you or your property, consider saving your standing dead trees.
These trees or “snags”, as they are often called, often contain holes that can provide
natural nesting places for bluebirds as well as food and shelter for a variety of other native birds and animals.

Eastern Bluebird Facts
• Scientific Name: Sialia sialis
• Size: 6 to 7 inches long
• Food: Insects in summer, mainly fruits in winter
• Habitat: Open grasslands with scattered trees
• Nesting season: March to August
• Number of Broods: 1 to 2, rarely 3
• Nest: A cup of fine grasses, about 4 inches in
diameter
• Eggs: 3 to 6, 3/4” x 1/2” clear
• Incubation Period: 13 to 14 days
• Fly From the Nest: 15 to 18 days after hatching
• Predators and Competitors: House sparrows,  
starlings, house wrens, black rat snakes,  
raccoons, cats

News and Notes

Green Week

Riverview School Students Plant 50 native
shrubs at the George White Gift
In late April, Orleans held its first Green
Week.  This weeklong service project, which
focused on environmental stewardship
within the community, was a rousing success.
AmeriCorps members, volunteers, and school
groups worked on a variety of OCT land to
remove invasive plant species, replant native
species, and maintain the Trust’s walking trails.
At the middle school, students participated in
programs which emphasized the importance
of environmental responsibility, and students installed new native trees and
shrubs on the school grounds.
This event was designed by Meg Quirk and Sebastian Wheeler,
AmeriCorps IP’s and co-sponsored by OCT, AmeriCorps Cape Cod, the
Town of Orleans,

Barnstable County, Massachusetts Service Alliance, MA Department of
Conservation and Recreation, NStar, the Orleans Community Partnership,
and many other local organizations and companies.
Our special thanks goes to all of the volunteers and local businesses
that contributed to this important new initiative.

Have You Seen Our New Website?

Visit www.orleansconservationtrust.org to see our
up-coming walks and talks, view walking trails in Town, read our recent
news articles, learn how you can preserve your land, and much more.

Special Gifts - from 9/31/2012 - 3/1/2013
IN MEMORY OF
William Bevan
Elsa Bevan Johnson
The Weintz Family Harbor
		
Light Fnd.
Fred, Karl and Teryn Bevan
Ann Brooks Carter
Peter and Deborah Carter
Moncreiff and Betsy Cochran
David Larkin
Thomas Fahy
Lewis and Lois Carrington
Joseph Finklestein
Nadia Finklestein
Peter and Ruth Fleck
David and Virginia Clarendon
James Franzen
Eric and Heidi Franzen
Dr. Stanislaw Dyrcz-Freeman
Zywia and Karol Wojnar
E. Stanley Goldman

Cindy Eager
Susan Milton
Michael J. Haley
Bruce and Janet Taylor
Cyndie Henson
Mayo Johnson
John O. Mellin, Jr.
Diana Mellin
Donald Moody
Joseph and Carol Albano
Stuart and Ellen Alper
Alan and Annette Bishop
Quanset Harbor Club
Rachel Ford
Cynthia Gardner
Toni Grant
Lori Holik
William and Virginia Kane
Ann Koenig
David Koeninger
John Leary

Joseph and Marilyn Maloney
William and Mary Massidda
Patricia McCoy
Charles Ognibene
Bob and Patty Platten
Sidney and Mary Pringle
Theodore and Elfriede Rudel
Walter and Carole Sherman
Patricia Schoeffel
Mike Schwartz
Fred and Karlene Smith
Donald and Nancy Snow
Margaret Snow
John and Francis Tenbrook
Lois Varney
Ann Weimer
Karen Wheatley
Danette and Stephen Wineberg
Jack Ollivier
Rita and Judith Kenney
Natalie Tucker Richardot

Nancy Tenney
Carole Enright
D & Mark C Taylor
Marjorie Doane Moerschner
Maria Vos
Victoria Longobardi
Jim and Susan Trainor
Michael Vos

IN HONOR OF
Ethel Nelson and Jogee Bergson
Aryeh and Susan Shander
Sandra Gadomski
Harlan Family Foundation
Bruce and Molly Hirschberg
Joseph and
Mary Ann Hirschberg
Kris Ramsay
Ginia Pati
Charles Spencer
Eric and Susan Miller

Orleans Conservation Trust

NON PROFIT
US POSTAGE
PAID
CURLEYDIRECT.
COM

P.O. Box 1078
East Orleans, Massachusetts 02643-1078

Orleans
Conservation
Trust
There is only so much land ~ water ~ and time.

Contact Information

508-255-0183
Kramsay@orleansconservationtrust.org
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